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Collection Overview 

Extent: 6.5 linear feet     Creator: Goodenow Family Association 

Dates [bulk]: 1988-1999    Co-Creator: Donna Peterson 

Reference Code: 1998:07.1    Language: English   

Abstract: Collection contains ancestor and descendant information for the Goodenow, Goodnow, 
Goodenough, etc. family branches. The bulk of the collection is association materials such as 
member information and reunion handouts. 

 

Information for Users 

Repository: Goodnow Public Library, Sudbury, MA 01776  

Acquisitions History: The Goodenow Family Association donated the collection to the Goodnow 
Library in 1998 for permanent housing. While the Goodenow Family Association still holds 
ownership of the collection, Goodnow Library will remain the permanent stewards to make the 
collection available for patrons. 

Processed by: Elle Harms, March 2024 

Updated by:   

 

Access and Use 

Restrictions: Open for research.  

Finding Aid Copyright Policy: Goodnow Library finding aids are available for use with attribution. 

Copyright Notice: Copyright is retained by the Goodnow Library, as stipulated by United States 
copyright law.  

Preferred Citation: [Identification of item], in the Goodenow Family Association Collection 
1998:07.1, Goodnow Library, Sudbury, MA 01776 USA. [Date Accessed]. 

 

Subject Headings 

The following terms from the Library of Congress Subject Headings suggest topics, persons 
geography, etc. interspersed through the entire collection. 



● Goodenow Family Association 
● Peterson, Donna 
● Goodnow, Edmund 1611- 
● Goodnow, John -1654 
● Goodnow, John 1762-1863 
● Goodnow, John (Capt) 163x-1721 
● Goodnow, Edgar William 1861-1921 
● Goodnow, Windsor H. 1863-1954 
● Goodno, Charles Fredrick 1879- 
● Goodno, Kevin 1962- 
● Goodnoe, Chauncey 1841- 
● Goodnough, Edward A 1825-1890 
● Goodnough, Asa 1778-1846 
● Goodnough, Sally 
● Goodenough, Adino 1755-1843 
● Goodenough, Abraham 1799-1838 
● Goodenough, David 1776- 
● Goodenough, Hugh 1880-1936 
● Goodenough, Erwin Ramsdell 1893-1965 
● Goodenough, Harriett Smith 1900- 
● Goodenough, Nancy1926-1998 
● Goodenow, David 1703-1778 
● Goodenow, John E. 18xx 
● Goodenow, Calvin 17xx 
● Goodenowe, Ussilah -1634 
● Goodnow, O.S. 
● Massachusetts—Genealogy 
● Sudbury--Massachusetts 
● Goodenow Family—History 
● Family records 

 
 

Related Collections       

• Rice Family Association Collection 
 

Biographical Note       

The Goodenow Family Association, Inc. was founded in 1988. The Association consists of a group 
of families descended from five Goodenows who immigrated from England in 1638 and settled in 
Sudbury, Massachusetts. The name is spelled many different ways, several of which will be found 
in this collection include: Goodenow, Goodnow, Goodno, Goodenough, Goodenow, Goodnough, 
and Goodnoe. 



The Goodenow Family Association collects ancestral, descendant, and historical information. 
While they don’t collect original documents, they did manage to uncover a number of ancestral 
wills dating back to the 17th century which they have copies of. The quarterly Goodenows’ Ghosts 
Newsletter is still currently published by the association to share stories, news, history, and other 
lineage information. 

       

Scope and Content        

The collection consists of materials that the Goodenow Family Association collected or held as 
part of their association. Included are various wills, histories, autobiographies, etc. of ancestors 
throughout centuries that a number of association members had requested, researched or 
discovered. While a number of these documents have original dates of earlier centuries, all of these 
copies retained in this specific collection were created from 1988 on. 

The bulk of this collection is association material related to the reunions, member information and 
descendant lists of varying Goodnow/Goodenow/Goodenough families. Included in the materials 
associated to reunions are a number of audiovisual materials including VHS tapes, audio recording 
and photographs. 

The subseries of genealogical publications do not directly relate to the Goodenow family, but they 
were resources collected by the association. 

 

The collection is arranged into four series:    

Series I Goodnow Ancestors  

Series II Goodenow Family Association  

Series III Descendants and Genealogy  

Series IV Books  

 

Collection Contents 

Series I Goodnow Ancestors 

Extent: .5 linear feet       

Scope note: This series covers ancestral information dating back to 1611. The dates in this series 
are designated to establish the eras in which the ancestors were living. There are no original 
documents, only copies or transcriptions of originals. This series includes transcribed wills, 
autobiographies, published genealogical information, a collection of family stories and family plot 
information. Several of the ancestor’s birth/death dates are incomplete, but the information 
provided gives a supposed range. 



Arrangement: alphabetical by ancestor, then chronological    

Folder Title       Box : Folder 

Goodenough 1755-1998        1   :    1 

Goodenough, Harriet Smith 1900-       1   :    2 

Goodenow 1617-18xx         1   :    3 

Goodenowe nd-1634         1   :    4 

Goodno 1879-1962         1   :    5 

Goodnoe 1841-         1   :    6 

Goodnough 1778-1890        1   :    7 

Goodnow 1611-1921         1   :    8 

Goodnow, Windsor H 1863-1954 (c1)      1   :    9 

Goodnow, Windsor H 1863-1954 (c2)      1   :    10 

Family Stories: Goodnow and Swan        1   :    11 

Cemetery Information: Goodenough       1   :    12 

Cemetery Information: Goodnow       1   :    13 

 

Series II Goodenow Family Association 

Extent: 1.5 linear feet      

Scope note: The bulk of this series includes information for the first few of the Goodenow Family 
Association reunions. From paper programs to video/audio taped interviews, the coverage of the 
1988-1994 reunions is thorough. This series also includes the association membership information, 
member lists, and accounting of the association member dues.  

Physical Access: A collection of 35mm slides from the 1988 reunion are housed separately in a 
slide box, including the slide list. See Local History Librarian for assistance.  

Arrangement: chronological, separated by format type   

Folder Title       Box : Folder 

1988 Reunion          2   :    1 

1988 Reunion Program Books       2   :    2 

1988 Reunion Photo Log        2   :    3 

1990 Reunion          2   :    4 



1992 Reunion          2   :    5 

1994 Reunion          2   :    6 

Association Membership 1988-1989       2   :    7 

Association Membership 1990-1995       2   :    8 

Newspaper Clippings and Book Entries      2   :    9 

Records Transfer (1996-2000)       2   :    10  

Lecture Notes and Photos        3   :    1 

VHS Tape #1 1988-1990        3 

VHS Tape #2 1988-1992        3 

VHS Tape #3 1992         3 

VHS Tape #4 1994         3 

VHS Tape #5 1996         3 

Cassette Tape #1 7/7/1988        3 

Cassette Tape #2 7/8/1988        3 

Cassette Tape #3 7/9/1988        3 

Cassette Tape #4 7/10/1988        3 

Cassette Tape #5 7/12/1990        3 

Cassette Tape #6 7/16/1992        3 

Cassette Tape #7 7/16/1992        3 

Cassette Tape #8 7/17/1992        3 

Cassette Tape #9 7/14/1994        3 

Cassette Tape #10 7/14/1994        3 

Cassette Tape #11 7/15/1994        3 

Cassette Tape #12 7/16/1994        3 

Cassette Tape #13 7/18/1998        3 

35mm Slides 1988       *see librarian 

 

Series III Descendants and Genealogy 



Extent: 3 linear feet      

Scope note: This series includes information regarding the genealogy and family branches of the 
Goodnough’s and Goodenow’s. Descendant lists are also included, but there are many pages where 
the ink has faded away completely. The subseries is a collection of genealogical publication that 
the association has collected, along with the association’s own Goodenow’s Ghosts Newsletter. 

Physical Access: The collection of Goodenow’s Ghosts Newsletters are separated and organized 
into their own binders since publication is ongoing. Please see Local History Librarian for 
assistance.   

Arrangement: none  

Folder Title       Box : Folder 

The Goodnoughs by Mr. & Mrs. LG Goodnough      4    :    1 

The Goodenough – Goodenow Family Origins      4    :    2 

Goodenough Family and Branches       4    :    3 

Goodenough Family         4    :    4 

Goodenow Genealogy         4    :    5 

Goodenow Descendants         4    :    6 

Goodenough Families in NY, NH, and VT      5    :    1 

Goodenough – Wisconsin Family       5    :    2 

Wisconsin Descendants         5    :    3 

Subseries I Genealogical Society Publications 

Extent: 1.5 linear feet 

Arrangement: alphabetical 

Title        Box : Folder 

The Archer Quarterly 1985        5 

AONS 1990-1993         5 

The Benton Newsline 1992        5 

Branches & Twigs 1989-1990        5 

Bulletin 1991          5 

Cornsilk 1998          5 

The Dean Road 1991-1992        5 

Footeprints 1991-1993         5 



Forum 1989-1990         5 

Genealogy Bulletin 1990        5 

The Great Migration Newsletter 1990-1993      5 

The International Newspaper for Genealogists 1985-1986    5 

The Kansas City Genealogist 1995       5 

Lost in Canada? 1989         5 

The National Queries Forum 1990       6 

NGS Newsletter 1989         6 

Northwest Pioneer 1987-1988        6 

Ohio Genealogist Society 1990        6 

Pioneering Parmenters of America 1994       6 

Rota-Gene 1989-1994         6 

Sheldon Family Association, Inc. Quarterly 1991     6 

Streeter 1985-1991         6 

Strong Newsletter 1992         6 

Sutton Searchers 1991-1993        6 

The Townsend’s Missing Links 1993       6 

Trails to the Past 1992-1993        6 

Twigs & Branches 1990         6  

Goodenows’ Ghosts Newsletters 1981-       B1-5     

 

Series IV Books 

Extent: 1.5 linear feet      

Scope note: This series includes books collected by the Goodenow Family Association. The items either 
directly relate to the Goodnow/Goodnough/Goodenough family genealogies, or they cover areas 
descendants settled in.     

Physical Access: The various items in this series are shelved in their own section with the Goodenow Family 
Association collection. 

Arrangement: dewey decimal system   

Title        Call Number 

George Alfred Goodenough     621 KONZO 



Goodnough       759.13 GOODNOUGH / Bush 
High Lights on Hymnists and their Hymns…   782.27 GOODENOUGH 
Walking       811 ALLEN 
From the Pen of Percy Boxbite & Other Verses   811 GOODENOUGH 
Tales of a Wayside Inn      811 LONGFELLOW 
Goodenows       929.2 GOODENOW / Banvard 
Notable Kin       929.2 ROBERTS v1 
A Genealogy of Ward and Allied Families   929.2 WARD 
The Forgotten Settlers of Kansas    929.3 KANSAS v17 
Shaftesbury: An Illustrated History    942 INNES 
Donhead       942.01 TREGASKES 
The Nadder: Tales of a Wiltshire Valley    942. SAWYER 
Puritan Village: The Formation of a New England Town  974.4 POWELL 
History of Sudbury Mass.     974.4 SUDBURY / Hudson 
Indexes: History of Sudbury     974.4 SUDBURY / Indexes 
Longfellow’s Wayside Inn     974.4 SUDBURY / Maconi 
Jackson County, Iowa      977.764 HISTORY 
Footprints of Bourbon County Families    978.1 FOOTPRINTS v1 
Fillmore Historical Society. Centennial Committee  979.4 FILLMORE 
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